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City Council
• City's policy-making legislative body.
• Five citizens that serve four-year overlapping terms,

except for the Mayor that serves a two-year term.
• Responsible for the enactment of all programs,

policies and services of the City.
• Acts upon all legislative matters concerning the City,

approving and adopting all ordinances, resolutions,
contracts and other matters requiring overall policy
decisions and leadership.

• Appoints the City Manager, City Attorney and various
other commissions, boards and citizen advisory
committees, all of which ensure broad-based input
into the affairs of the City.

• Conduct the City’s business at City Council meetings
that are open to the public.



Council Norms and Procedures



So You Want to Run for Office?

To Be Eligible… 

• Resident within the City of Atascadero
• Registered Voter



Nomination Filing Period

• July 13th – August 7th

• If an incumbent does not file, extended to 
August 12th at 5:00 p.m.

• $25.00 filing fee



Nomination Paper



Nomination Papers

• Not less than 20, and no more than 30 signatures
• Must be registered voters
• Cannot sign more than the number of open seats



File for Council Member and Mayor?

• Election Code Section 10220.5
– “…A candidate shall not file nomination papers 

for more than one municipal office or term of 
office of the same municipality in the same 
election.”



Ballot Designations

• Word or words that will appear under the
candidate’s name
– No more than 3 words
– Must designate the profession, vocation or

occupation of the candidate
– Must not mislead the voters
– Review with the City Clerk



Ballot Designations

John Doe
Incumbent

Jane Doe
Planning Commissioner/Painter



Ballot Order of Candidates

• Random alphabet drawing by the Secretary
of State.

• Determined on August 13, 2020



Sample Candidate Statements 



Candidate Statement

• Optional
• Maximum number of words – 200
• Estimated cost for printing 

– English $230.00
– English and Spanish $560.00



Campaign Sign Requirements
• Signs in the right-of-way

– Maximum size is 6 square feet
– Maximum height of 5 feet

• Signs not in the right-of-way
– Maximum size is 32 square feet

• Time Period
– Up to 60 days before and 10 days after Election 

Day



Code of Fair Campaign Practices

• Voluntary State document
• There are basic principles of decency,

honesty, and fair play which every candidate
for public office in the State of California has
a moral obligation to observe and uphold.



Candidate’s Public Records Requests

• All candidates treated the same
• Charge for copies
• Records requests shared with all candidates
• Coordinate through the City Clerk’s/City 

Manager’s office.



California Fair Political 
Practices Commission

(FPPC)

Mission Statement
To promote the integrity of
representative state and local
government in California through fair,
impartial interpretation and
enforcement of political campaign,
lobbying, and conflict of interest laws.



FPPC  Website



California Fair Political 
Practices Commission

(1-866-275-3772)



FPPC Form 501



FPPC Form 410



Statement of Economic Interests
Form 700



Purpose of the Form 700

• To inform the public of financial interests
held by all elected, and some appointed,
officials.

• To discourage officials from making decisions
for financial gain.

• To protect officials from being falsely
accused.



Campaign Disclosure Manual



Department Head Workshop

• Candidates meet with Department Heads
• Held in September
• Each Department Head gives a summary of 

their department’s responsibilities
• Question and Answer period



Candidate Forum

• Late September, hosted by the Atascadero 
Chamber of Commerce.
– before the Vote by Mail ballots are sent out

• The Forum will give the public an opportunity 
to get to know the City Council candidates 
and hear their positions on issues that will be 
facing the City Council in the future. 



Question for you…

Are you feeling overwhelmed and intimidated 
about campaign forms and rules?  
You should:

A. Throw in the towel.
B. Take it out on your treasurer.
C. Take a vacation.
D. Call 1-866-ASK-FPPC.



Answer!!

Call the FPPC

1-866-ASK-FPPC
(1-866-275-3772)



City Council Election Goals

• Build the relationship between the Council 
and the Community

• Create an environment for the election of 
positive community leaders

• Improve community relationships





Thank you for attending
and

Good Luck!

For more information,
Please contact the City 

Clerk’s Office at
(805) 470-3400

cityclerk@atascadero.org


