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OVERVIEW OF 2008 TITLE 24  
RESIDENTIAL  LIGHTING REQUIREMENTS 

 

Kitchen - High efficacy (fluorescent) OR up to 50% of the total wattage may be low 
efficacy (incandescent). All high efficacy and low efficacy must be controlled separately. 
Blank boxes are counted as 180W low efficacy. Cabinet lights are not included in the 
lighting for calculating 50%. May not use more than 20W per lineal ft. of illuminated 
cabinet. All low efficacy luminaires must be controlled by vacancy sensor or dimmer.  

Bathroom - High efficacy OR controlled by a vacancy sensor OR controlled by a 
dimmer. 

Garage (attached or detached) - High efficacy AND controlled by a vacancy sensor. 

Laundry Room - High efficacy AND controlled by a vacancy sensor. 

Utility Room - High efficacy OR controlled by a vacancy sensor OR controlled by a 
dimmer. 

Living Room - High efficacy OR controlled by a vacancy sensor OR controlled by a 
dimmer. 

Dining Room - High efficacy OR controlled by a vacancy sensor OR controlled by a 
dimmer. 

Bedroom - High efficacy OR controlled by a vacancy sensor OR controlled by a 
dimmer. 

Hallway - High efficacy OR controlled by a vacancy sensor OR controlled by a dimmer. 

Closets > 70 sq ft - High efficacy AND controlled by a vacancy sensor. 

Closets < 70 sq ft - May be low efficacy. 

Outdoor Lighting Attached to Building - High efficacy OR controlled by motion 
sensor AND photocontrol (with no override or bypass switch) OR Astronomical time 
clock  (with no override or bypass switch) OR Energy management control system 
(EMCS) (with no override or bypass switch that allows luminaires to be always on). 

Exception – Low efficacy outdoor luminaires around swimming pools or other 
water feature may have temporary override switch which bypasses the motion 
sensing function for up to six hours provided the override switch automatically 
reactivates the motion sensor.  

Detached Storage Building – Lighting in detached storage buildings < 1,000 sq ft on 
residential site not required to comply. 


