
Installation of EVR tanks and equipment shall comply with all local laws and regulations 
including, but not limited to, California Fire Code Sections 2206.7.9, 3403.6, 3404.2.9, 
and 3404.2, Chapter 5 of the California Electrical Code, and manufacture installation 
instructions. 

 

Location/Siting Requirements: 

 EVR equipment (i.e. Clean Air Separators (CAS) and Emission Control System Membrane 
Processors (ECSMPs) shall be located at or above grade. 

 Vents/risers shall be 12 feet above ground level.  Vents/risers shall be located such that 
flammable vapors will not accumulate or travel to an unsafe location or enter buildings. 

 EVR equipment shall be setback a minimum 50 feet from fuel transfer areas. 

 EVR equipment shall be located a minimum of 10 feet from all buildings.  Placement of 
EVR equipment  with a substantial enclosure that matches the building.  Enclosures must 
comply with requirements set forth in the California Building Code. 

 Tanks should be horizontally mounted if possible and located a minimum of 5 feet from 
any street right-of-way.  Vertically mounted tanks should be located a minimum of 18 
feet from any street right-of-way consistent with the station pump island standards set 
forth in Atascadero Municipal Code Section 9-6.164.  

 EVR equipment shall be located within a landscaped planter if not located behind or 
adjacent to existing building. 

 

Type and Securing Methods: 

 EVR equipment shall be secured to base with a certified engineer’s design. 

 

Signage Requirements: 

 The NFPA and “No Smoking” placards are required and shall be placed directly on the 
EVR tanks. 

 The NFPA placard shall be 12” x 12” with 6” minimum characters and a 15/16” stroke 
width. 

 The “No Smoking” placard shall be 30” x 15” with 3” minimum characters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guidelines for Installing Enhanced 
Vapor Recovery Systems (EVR) 

What is Enhanced Vapor 
Recovery (EVR)? 

 

Enhanced Vapor Recovery or 
“EVR” is a new system designed to 
control gasoline emissions at 
gasoline stations within California. 
 
The California Air Resources Board 
has set a deadline requiring all gas 
stations to install EVRs by April 1, 
2009.  The installation of these 
systems must be performed by a 
certified contractor.  The 
permitting process may take 
several months to complete.  
Starting the permitting process 
NOW will insure a timely 
installation and avoid 
enforcement action by the local 
air resources board. 
 
 

A d d i t i o n a l  R e s o u r c e s  

California Air Resources Board 

Vapor Recovery Program  

go to 

www.evrhome.org/ and 

www.arb.ca.gov/vapor/vapor.htm 

City of Atascadero 

Community Development Department 

(805) 461-5000 

 
Required placards to be installed on 

EVR tanks 



Location and Siting Requirements for EVR Systems 

Guidelines for Installing  
Enhanced Vapor Recovery Systems (EVR) 

Screening: 

 A solid, decorative wall is required for screening.  The wall shall substitute for bollards 
when possible.  The decorative wall shall extend to six inches above the tank.  Vertically 
mounted tanks require a decorative wall with trellis feature that extends a minimum 2 
feet above the top of the tank.  The material of the decorative wall shall blend with the 
existing structure. 

 In addition to a decorative wall design, drought tolerant landscaping is required around 
the EVR equipment.  A sufficient landscape plan by a licensed professional shall be 
submitted and should include one or more of the following drought tolerant species: 

 Muhlenbergia rigens (Deer Grass) 
 Arctostaphylos (Manzanita) 
 Chilopsis lenearis (Desert Willow) 
 Feijoa sellowiana (Pineapple Guava) 
 Myrica californica (Pacific Wax Myrtle) 
 Rhamnus californica (Coffeeberry) 
 Grevillea rosmarinifolia (Rosemary Grevillea) 
 Ceanothus (Wild Lilac)  
 

 Landscaping can be substituted for a decorative wall with horizontally mounted 
equipment provided that:  

 a. Proposed plant materials are certified in writing by a registered landscape 
architect as having the capability of achieving sixty percent (60%) of total view 
blockage within eighteen (18) months of planting, and one hundred percent (100%) 
of total view blockage within thirty-six (36) months of planting; and 

 b. The applicant agrees in writing to install solid fencing after the expiration of thirty
-six (36) months, in the event that the landscaping has not totally blocked the view 
of areas required to be screened. 

Example of decorative  wall with trellis  
feature (vertical mount) 

Example of decorative  wall with  
landscaping (horizontal mount) 

Existing Building 

Location of  EVR equipment 

island pump stations 

Road Right-of-Way 
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Property Line 

5’ min setback  
(horizontal tanks) 

18’ min setback  


